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Tim Daisy: drums
Kent Kessler: acoustic bass

Fred Lonberg-Holm: cello and electronics
Dave Rempis: alto and tenor saxophone
Ken Vandermark: tenor saxophone and Bb clarinet
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For many reasons, working

groups tend to be an unfortu-
nate rarity in today's jazz scene.
For 11 years Vandermark has
done a phenomenal job of
keeping this group together,
and not only vital—but inspir-
ing. Annular Gift proves their
second decade looks to be as
promising as their first. 7

-Troy Colllins, www.allaboutjazz.com
October 2009

.
Past Recordings

Beat Reader (Atavistic CD, 2008)

A Discontinuous Line (Atavistic CD, 2006)

Two Sides to the Story (Not Two 2LP, 2006)
Free Jazz Classics Vol. 3&4 (Atavistic 2CD, 2006)
The Color of Memory (Atavistic 2CD, 2005)

V5 Live — Alchemia (Not Two 5CD, 2005)
Elements of Style, Excercises in Surprise avistic o, 2004
Airports for Light (Atavistic CD, 2003)

Free Jazz Classics Vol. 1&2 (Atavistic 2CD, 2002)
Acoustic Machine (Atavistic CD, 2001)

Burn the Incline (Atavistic CD, 2000)

Simpatico (Atavistic CD, 1999)

Target or Flag (Atavistic CD, 1998)

Single Piece Flow (Atavistic CD, 1997)

Further materials, including a high-resolution JPG, a downloadable bio and an MP3 clip are available at http://kenvandermark.com/media.php. U.S. Booking is provided by Billions Corp,

vandermark 5

Ken Vandermark formed his
quintet, the VANDERMARK 5,
during the spring of 1996. Since
that time it has been a major outlet
for compositional and improvisa-
tional ideas that have been fasci-
nating its leader, whose thinking
has been developed through years
of work with groups like the NRG
Ensemble, AALY, the Peter Brotz-
mann Chicago Tentet, Free Music
Ensemble, School Days, Free Fall,
the Territory Band, Powerhouse
Sound, Frame Quartet, and the
Resonance Ensemble- the mem-
bers of which represent an interna-
tional gallery of the cutting edge
of contemporary music.

Each of the band’s current
members has years of perfor-
mance experience working with a
wide variety of music. This,
coupled with the range of instru-
mentation and stylistic potential
held by the ensemble, allows
Vandermark to compose material
that runs the gamut of musical
possibilities- he  incorporates
elements of Jazz history, contem-
porary composition, Funk and
Rock throughout the group’s
music. Even so, the quintet’s main
focus is developing methods of
improvisation. Each piece s
arranged to allow ample room for
the members to interpret and
reinterpret the writing; this creates
an environment where the
performers are constantly interact-
ing and utilizing their ideas in a
spontaneous way.

In the spirit of the great bands
scattered throughout the history
of Jazz, the Vandermark 5 has
always concentrated on live
performance as the means to hone
its skills and develop its concepts.

For many years the quintet played
on a weekly basis at the Empty
Bottle in Chicago. Now the
ensemble has shifted their concert
schedule to the road, touring in
North America and Europe on a
regular basis, and incorporating
weekly concerts at the Elastic
performance space when the
members are back home.

2009 will be an auspicious year
for an ensemble that has been
already called “a modern-day band
for the jazz ages.” (Penguin Guide
To Jazz on CD) The band has two
extensive tours of Europe planned,
and will record their next album in
March for the Not Two record label,
who has already released the
critically acclaimed Alchemia Box
Set and the double Ip, Four Sides
To The Story, by the group. In addi-
tion, the band plansiits first work in
North America since February
2007, plus further concerts in
Chicago (including a special
recording project that adds Scan-
dinavians, Havard Wiik on piano
and Magnus Broo on trumpet). So,
despite a career of more than a
dozen years, this quintet clearly
remains committed to the investi-
gation of music beyond catego-
ries.

annular gift

www.billions.com. For more information, please contact Ken Vandermark directly.

email: kenvandermark@gmail.com
phone: (773)620-7847



